Report of Nov. 6 telecom

Good feedback from ice modelers on model characteristics.  Completed spreadsheet is attached.

Data Sets Cluster is tackling the preparation of the critical data sets to allow whole ice sheet models to initialize and spin-up.  The climate data will come from a GCM run and span ~400kyr.  Models can use all or some of these data.  

A lot of discussion about the forcing fields for the future.  An ensemble result of the AR4 models doesn’t exist and may not be worth the effort to produce because the AR5 scenarios (Miren gave an excellent summary of these) are sufficiently different.  CCSM will be producing most of these runs next year and we may be able to use its output as a spinoff product as climate forcing for our whole ice sheet experiments.  AR5 runs are being encouraged to extend to 2300—maybe we should too?

Because the GCM paleo fields may not be ready before April 2009 and the CCSM output may not be available until even later, Bob asked if there were some validation exercises that would serve the additional purpose of revealing any data handling incompatibilities with the variety of models included in this activity.  Constantine will be discussing this with Ed and make suggestions.  Miren has distributed a message with links to the EISMINT model intercomparison effort that is useful as an alternative approach to consider.

More talk about the ice-stream/ice-shelf models next time.

Next telecom on Monday, November 17 at 2pm EST (1-866-692-3582: 5552356#)

Attendees: Robert Bindschadler, Todd Dupont, Christina Hulbe, Charles Jackson, Jesse Johnson, Constantine Khroulev, Bill Lipscomb, Olga Sergienko, Miren Vizcaino Trueba

