Notes from January 9, 2009 telecom

Happy New Year to everyone!

Bob gave a summary of the AGU evening meeting last month.  It was an opportunity for a number of people outside the current group distribution to hear about this activity, its structure and goals.  Following the meeting, the draft white paper was distributed to the attendees via e-mail with an invitation for feedback.  Everyone was reminded the document is open and could be distributed without restriction.  Bob also summarized David Vaughan’s description of the EU-funded Ice-2-Sea activity he leads.  There are obvious common interests and we will work to facilitate mutual benefits.

ACTION—the current version of the white paper is attached.  (it hasn’t changed from the originally distributed version).  Feedback to improve/correct the document is due back to Bob by January 26 (Monday) to allow the document to be finalized by the end of January.  We want to be sure this properly lays out the task we are undertaking, even if all the details aren’t worked out yet.
ACTION—one critical detail of the white paper that deserves a fresh look and does need some greater degree of specificity is the experiment suite.  Jesse Johnson agreed to lead an e-discussion to examine the utility, feasibility and form of these experiments so the white paper contains the “best” experiment set.  Charles Jackson and Byron Parizek already volunteered to take part, but the conversation is open to anyone else who wants to contribute.  Jesse’s report back to the group at the next telecom will likely be the set of experiments that are contained in the final white paper, so this matters.

Bob will be submitting an abstract to EGU that describes this group’s effort.  By that meeting, there should be more specifics on the who, what, when and how to share with the scientific community.

Bob is also thinking of using the finalized white paper and forthcoming commitments of participants to seek funding to support group workshops that enable the group.

Bob has posted the draft white paper and his notes from all previous telecoms on the TRAC web site (http://oceans11.lanl.gov/trac/CISM under Assessment Group).
Next telecom will be Monday, January 26, 2009 at 2pm EST.  1-866-692-3582; pwd 5552356.
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